
The episcopal church of The

heavenly resT

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost:
Holy Eucharist Rite II

Sunday, September 13th, 2020
10:30 in the morning

Welcome to the Church of the Heavenly Rest. 
If this is your first time visiting with us, please fill out our digital connection card on our website heavenlyrestabilene.org/visit. 

prelude Now Thank We All Our God                                                                                        arr. Jan Sanborn (b. 1937)

The opening acclamaTion

 Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

gloria in excelsis         
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
We praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.                                                    

The collecT of The day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all 
things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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reading                                                                                       Romans 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in 
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and 
those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass 
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, 
for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all 
days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor 
of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who 
abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to 
ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead 
and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee 
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Read responsively by half verse. 
psalm 114 In exitu Israel                                                          

1 Hallelujah!
When Israel came out of Egypt, *
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,
2 Judah became God’s sanctuary *
and Israel his dominion.
3 The sea beheld it and fled; *
Jordan turned and went back.
4 The mountains skipped like rams, *
and the little hills like young sheep.
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *
O Jordan, that you turned back?
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? *
you little hills like young sheep?
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, *
at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water *
and flint-stone into a flowing spring.

The gospel Matthew 18:21-35
✠ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I 
forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he 
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 
payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by 
the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 
to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had 
mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The sermon                                                                                                      The Reverend David Romanik, Rector
Following the sermon, all stand for

The nicene creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father,
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

All kneel or stand

The prayers of The people

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
God of love, we pray for your Church, and for all who seek you in the community of the faithful. Equip us with 
compassion and love, that we may carry out your work of reconciliation in the world.
Silence
God of love
Hear our prayers
God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: for peace and unity across barriers of 
language, color, and creed; for all in positions of public trust; and for all who serve the common good. Inspire us 
to work for justice and resist evil, that the human family may be united in bonds of love.
Silence
God of freedom
Hear our prayers
God of creation, we pray for the earth you have entrusted to our care: for the animals and birds, the mountains 
and oceans, and all parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. Stir up in us the will to protect the 
earth and all its resources, that we may leave to our children’s children the legacy of beauty and abundance you 
have given us. 
Silence
God of creation
Hear our prayers
God of grace, we pray that this place be filled with the hospitality of angels, that we may be a repository of grace 
and haven of forgiveness and mercy. Give us open, generous welcoming hearts.  
Silence
God of grace
Hear our prayers
God of mercy, we pray for all in any need or trouble: for those whose lives are closely linked with ours and those 
connected to us as part of the human family; for refugees and prisoners, for the sick and suffering, the lonely and 
despairing; and for those facing violence. Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, that we may seek and 
serve Christ in all persons.  
Silence
God of mercy
Hear our prayers

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the ✠ resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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God of new life, we pray for all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is 
known to you alone: that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 
life eternal. 
Silence
God of new life
Hear our prayers

The Celebrant adds this or another concluding Collect.
Hear our prayers, Holy God. Breathe your Spirit over us and all the earth, that barriers would crumble and divi-
sions cease. Make us more fully your co-healers of the broken world. Unite us with all people in bonds of love, 
that the whole earth and all its peoples may be at peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The confession of sin
A Deacon or Priest says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

All stand for

The peace
The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The holy communion

offerTory senTence

offerTory anThem The Choristers Benediction                                                                                   Carol McClure
                          Priscilla Hurlbut, Soprano

May we worship you, O Lord, the God of Israel and Jacob; may we come to you, 
O Christ, with each heart and each voice; may we sing to you and bring to you the music of the Spirit;
with our songs and our lives may we praise you and rejoice. Amen.

Celebrant   All things come of thee, O Lord.
People   And of thine own have we given thee.

The greaT Thanksgiving   Eucharistic Prayer A
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to  you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is said.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever say this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The sancTus Holy, holy, holy Lord 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The People stand or kneel as they are able
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 
serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The lord’s prayer

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven, Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread

The fracTion anThem 
Celebrant             Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
People                  Therefore let us keep the feast. 

                                                                                                                                      
The Celebrant proceeds

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
    you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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disTribuTion of communion 
Celebrant

Lord Jesus Christ, who in a wonderful Sacrament has left to us a memorial of your passion: Grant us, we pray, so 
to participate in the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood, that we may ever perceive within ourselves the fruit 
of your redemption; who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
After sanitizing their hands, a masked priest will bring Communion in one kind to you in your pew. The priest will drop the host 
into your hands from a height of several inches. You may remove your mask to consume the host, but please put it back on after 
you have received Communion. If you do not wish to receive Communion, please cross your arms over you chest. 
During the distribution of Communion, we invite those of you who are worshiping with us online to participate spiritually in 
the Eucharist. If you find it helpful, you may use the prayer below to aid your Eucharistic devotion.

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all things, and long for 
you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have 
already come, I embrace you and unite myself entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen. 
(St. Alphonsus de Liguori, 1696-1787)

communion volunTary

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the 
world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant blesses the People
All stand and sing

hymn aT The dismissal Go Forth for God  Hymn 347

Welcome & announcemenTs

The dismissal
 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
 Thanks be to God. 

posTlude Festive Recessional                                                                                                     Colin Mawby (1936-2019)
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Please take your pew sheet with you after the service and 
maintain adequate distance as you depart. 
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