
1 
 

An Order for Evensong 

Monday September 14, 2020  - Holy Cross Day 
BCP 115-126 

 

VOLUNTARY Andante Sostenuto from Symphonie Gothique     Charles Marie Widor (1844-1937)

  

OPENING SENTENCES 

Officiant: Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as incense, and let the lifting up of my hands be an evening 

sacrifice. Psalm 141:2 

 

Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the sun. You fixed all the 

boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter. Psalm 74: 15, 16 

 

In silence, the candles at the altar are now lighted as are other candles and lamps 

 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 

  
 

PHOS HILARON – Hymn 25         TALLIS CANON 
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PSALM 118 Confitemini Domino         Tone VIII.1  

1 

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;   his steadfast love endures forever! 
2 

Let Israel say,   “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
3 

Let the house of Aaron say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
4 

Let those who fear the LORD say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
5 

Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the LORD answered me and set me in a broad place. 
6 

With the LORD on my side I do not fear.  What can mortals do to me? 
7 

The LORD is on my side to help me; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 
8 

It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to put confidence in mortals. 
9 

It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to put confidence in princes. 
10 

All nations surrounded me; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 
11 

They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 
12 

They surrounded me like bees; they blazed like a fire of thorns; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 
13 

I was pushed hard,
[b]

 so that I was falling, but the LORD helped me. 
14 

The LORD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 
15 

There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 
16 

    the right hand of the LORD is exalted; the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.” 
17 

I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
18 

The LORD has punished me severely,  but he did not give me over to death. 
19 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them    and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 

This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 

I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 
22 

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 

This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
25 

Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 
26 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
27 

The LORD is God, and he has given us light. 

Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar.  
28 

You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you. 
29 

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning is now, and will be forever.  Amen 

 

 

THE FIRST LESSON Genesis 3: 1-15 

 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, 

“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
2 

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 

fruit of the trees in the garden; 
3 

but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 

garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” 
4 

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 
5 

for God knows 

that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
[a]

 knowing good and evil.” 
6 

So when the 

woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 

make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 

ate. 
7 

Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 

made loincloths for themselves. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+118&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-15883b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A+1-15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-61a
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8 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his 

wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
9 

But the LORD God called to 

the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 
10 

He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 
11 

He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree 

of which I commanded you not to eat?” 
12 

The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 

from the tree, and I ate.” 
13 

Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman 

said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 
14 

The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

    cursed are you among all animals 

    and among all wild creatures; 

upon your belly you shall go, 

    and dust you shall eat 

    all the days of your life. 
15 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 

All Stand  

MAGNIFICAT    Fauxbordon Canticles                  Thomas Morley (1557/8-1602) 

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

For He hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is His Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear Him: throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with His arm: He hath scattered the proud, in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat: And hath exulted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things and the rich He hath sent empty away. 

He remembering His mercy hath holpen His servant Israel: 

As He promised to our forefather, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be: World without end. Amen. 

 

THE SECOND LESSON I Peter 3: 17-22 
17 

For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 
18 

For Christ also 

suffered
[a]

 for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you
[b]

 to God. He was put to death in 

the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 
19 

in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
20 

who in 

former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a 

few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 
21 

And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a 

removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for
[c]

 a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, 
22 

who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 

him. 

The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Peter+3%3A+17-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30425a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Peter+3%3A+17-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30425b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Peter+3%3A+17-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30428c


4 
 

 

 

 

 

All Stand  

 

NUNC DIMITTIS                                                       Morley 

Lord now lettest thou Thy servant depart in peace: according to Thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen: Thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people. 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be: World without end. Amen. 

 

      

 

Following the Nunc Dimittis, remain standing for 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  

   who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary.  

   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and buried.  

   He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  

   He ascended into heaven, and is seated on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

   He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE PRAYERS 

Officiant:  The Lord be with you 

People: And also with you 

Officiant:  Let us pray. 

 

The people stand or kneel 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER monotoned by all 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy Name,  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And led us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE SUFFRAGES 

 
THE COLLECTS 

Holy Cross Day 

Officiant: Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross that he might draw the 

whole world to himself: Mercifully grand that we, who glory in the mystery of our redemption, may have 

grace to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

in glory everlasting. Amen.  

 

A Collect for Peace  

Officiant: Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgements, and all just works: Give to us, your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your 

will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through 

the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior.   

 Amen. 

 

 

A Collect for Mission  

Officiant: Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge 

over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the 

suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake.  

 Amen. 
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CHORAL ANTHEM:    Adoramus Te            Quirino Gasparini (1721-1778) 

Adoramtus te, Christe, et benedicimus tibi:   We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you: 

Quia per sancam crucem et passionem tuam   For by your holy cross and passion you have 

redemisti mundum.      Redeemed the world. 

 Domine, miserere nobis     Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

 

A PRAYER OF CHRYSOSTOM 

Officiant: Almighty God, you who have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication unto you; and have promised through thy well-beloved Son that when two or three are 

gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 

petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come 

life everlasting.   

Amen. 

 

HYMN AT THE DISMISSAL We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died    Hymn 471 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

 
 

 

THE GRACE 

Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 

us all evermore.  Amen.  

 

 

POSTLUDE  Toccata on In the Cross of Christ I Glory     David Cherwien (b. 1957) 


