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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost:
Morning Worship

Sunday, September 27th, 2020
9:00 in the morning

Welcome to the Church of the Heavenly Rest. 
If this is your first time visiting with us, please fill out our digital connection card on our website heavenlyrestabilene.org/visit.

opening senTence

hymn Come, Thou Fount, of Every Blessing                                                                                                     Hymn 686                           

The inviTaTory and psalTer

Officiant  Lord, open our lips.
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 
ever. Amen. Alleluia.
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anThem Lord of the Dance                                                                                                     arr. John Rutter (b. 1945)
I danced in the morning when the world begun, and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,
And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth at Bethlehem I had my birth
Refrain: Dance, then, wherever you may be I am the lord of the dance, said he.
And I lead you all, wherever you may be and I lead you all in the dance, said he
I danced for the scribes and the Pharisees but they would not dance, they wouldn’t follow me;
I danced for the fishermen James and John; they came with me so the dance went on. Refrain
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame, the holy people said it was a shame;
They whipped, they stripped, they hung me high, and they left me there on the cross to die. Refrain
I danced on a Friday when the world turned black; it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back
They buried my body, they thought I was gone, but I am the dance, and the dance goes on. Refrain
They cut me down and I leapt up high, I am the life that will never, never die;
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me: I am the Lord of the dance, said he. Refrain

reading                                                                                                                                Matthew 21:23-32
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, 
and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, 
“I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 
things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of 
human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not 
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. “What do you 
think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, 
‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus 
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.   
      

homily                                                                                              The Reverend Amanda Watson, Assisting Priest

The prayers

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven, Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
God of love, we pray for your Church, and for all who seek you in the community of the faithful. Equip us with 
compassion and love, that we may carry out your work of reconciliation in the world.
Silence
God of love
Hear our prayers
God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: for peace and unity across barriers of 
language, color, and creed; for all in positions of public trust; and for all who serve the common good. Inspire us 
to work for justice and resist evil, that the human family may be united in bonds of love.
Silence
God of freedom
Hear our prayers



3

God of justice, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: guide the people of the United States 
in the election of officials and representatives; that, by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may 
be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes.
Silence
God of justice
Hear our prayers
God of creation, we pray for the earth you have entrusted to our care: for the animals and birds, the mountains 
and oceans, and all parts of your creation that have no voice of their own. Stir up in us the will to protect the 
earth and all its resources, that we may leave to our children’s children the legacy of beauty and abundance you 
have given us. 
Silence
God of creation
Hear our prayers
God of grace, we pray that this place be filled with the hospitality of angels, that we may be a repository of grace 
and haven of forgiveness and mercy. Give us open, generous welcoming hearts.  
Silence
God of grace
Hear our prayers
God of mercy, we pray for all in any need or trouble: for those whose lives are closely linked with ours and those 
connected to us as part of the human family; for refugees and prisoners, for the sick and suffering, the lonely and 
despairing; and for those facing violence. Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, that we may seek and 
serve Christ in all persons.  
Silence
God of mercy
Hear our prayers
God of new life, we pray for all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is 
known to you alone: that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 
life eternal. 
Silence
God of new life
Hear our prayers

The collecTs
Said by all

a prayer of sT. chrysosTom

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; 
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 
you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting 
us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
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hymn Sing, Ye Faithful, Sing with Gladness  Hymn 492

Welcome & announcemenTs

The dismissal

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

concluding senTence

Please take your pew sheet with you after the service and 
maintain adequate distance as you depart. 


