
First Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist Rite I

Sunday, November 28th, 2021
8:00 in the morning

Welcome to the Episcopal Church of the Heavenly Rest.
If this is your first time visiting with us, please fill out our digital connection card on our website 

heavenlyrestabilene.org/visit.

Prelude                                                                                                           Barbradon Brooks, harp
After the Prelude, all stand for the Procession, followed by

The OPening AcclAmATiOn

 Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

The Celebrant continues

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the sec-
ond is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang 
all the Law and the Prophets.

The TrisAgiOn

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, Have mercy upon us.
repeated three times

The cOllecT Of The dAy

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

The people kneel or stand
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to vis-
it us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

All sit
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firsT reAding                                                                           Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch 
to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

The Lector and People pray responsively by half verse
PsAlm 25:1-9 Ad te, Domine, levavi                                                    

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *
and teach me your paths.
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long.
5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from everlasting.
6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.
8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.
9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

secOnd reAding                                                                   1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 
whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct 
our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and 
for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that 
you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his 
saints.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

All stand for

The gOsPel                                                                                                                                                Luke 21:25-36
✠ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.
Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and forebod-
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ing of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will 
see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin 
to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Then he 
told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can 
see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who 
live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The sermOn                                            The Reverend David Romanik, Rector
Following the sermon, all stand and say

The nicene creed
I believe in one God,
    the Father Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
    the only-begotten Son of God,
    begotten of his Father before all worlds,
    God of God, Light of Light,
    very God of very God,
    begotten, not made,
    being of one substance with the Father;
    by whom all things were made;
    who for us men and for our salvation
        came down from heaven,
    and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man;
    and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
    he suffered and was buried;
    and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
    and ascended into heaven,
    and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
    and he shall come again, with glory,
        to judge both the quick and the dead;
    whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
    who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
    who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
        and glorified;
    who spake by the Prophets.
    And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
    I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
    and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The PrAyers Of The PeOPle 
A Deacon or Priest says

For God alone our souls in silence wait; from God comes our salvation.
All kneel or stand

Intercessor
Almighty God, give us grace to confess your Name, that your Church may preach the Gospel to 
the ends of the earth.
Silence
Stir up your power, Almighty God, as we strive to serve the common good, that we may confront 
each other without bitterness and work together with mutual forbearance and respect.
Silence
By your daily visitation, increase our reverence before the mystery of life, that with wisdom and 
determination we may honor your creation in accordance with your will.
Silence
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, that we may remember and serve those whom it would be 
easy for us to forget: the homeless and the destitute, the old and the sick, and all who have none 
to care for them.
Silence
Let your bountiful grace speedily help and deliver all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of 
trouble, that those who are in need of healing may be strengthened in their weakness and have 
confidence in your loving care. 
Silence
We commend to your mercy all who have died; and we pray that we may greet with joy the 
coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer.
Silence
As we seek to heed the warnings of the prophets, we pray also for the forgiveness of our sins.

The cOnfessiOn Of sin
Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved thee with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways, to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and says 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to 
all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have mercy
upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all good-
ness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant may say one or more sentences of Scripture. 
The People stand. 

The PeAce
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And with thy spirit.
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The hOly cOmmuniOn
OfferTOry senTence

OfferTOry                                                                                                      Barbradon Brooks, harp
The People stand. 

PresenTATiOn & dOxOlOgy

The greAT ThAnksgiving  Eucharistic Prayer II
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
It is meet and right so to do.

The Celebrant proceeds
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

Here a Proper Preface is said.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 
thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying:

The sAncTus   Holy, holy, holy 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The People stand or kneel as they are able.
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to thee, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for 
many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these thy holy 
gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having 
in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and Holy 
Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the Body and 
Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 
whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies. Grant, we 
beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily receive the most precious 
Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; 
and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in 
us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be 
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unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread

The frAcTiOn AnThem    
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace.

The following prayer may be said.

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteous-
ness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the 
crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to 
drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Celebrant Proceeds

The Gifts of God for the People of God.
and may add Take them in remembrance that Christ died for 
      you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
All baptized Christians are welcome to receive Communion. If you are not baptized, you may come forward to receive a blessing by folding your arms 
over your chest. If you are interested in being baptized, please speak to one of the clergy after the service.
Communion will be distributed at two stations: at the altar rail and in front of the pulpit. If you do not wish to receive wine, please cross your arms over 
your chest when the chalice comes by. Please follow the instructions of the ushers and maintain physical distance as you wait to receive Communion.

After the ministration of Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these 
holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and 
that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company 
of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we 
humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue 
in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen.

The Commissioning of Eucharistic Visitors may be said.
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth, bearing these holy gifts, that those to 
whom you go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood. We who are 
many are one Body because we all share one bread and one cup.

The Celebrant blesses the People.

WelcOme & AnnOuncemenTs
The People stand.

PrOcessiOn
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The dismissAl
 Let us bless the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

POsTlude                    Barbradon Brooks, harp
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The Reverend David F. Romanik, Rector
The Reverend Corrie Cabes, Assistant Rector

The Reverend Amanda Watson, Assisting Priest
The Reverend Dr. Doug Thomas, Priest in Residence

The Reverend Karen Boyd, Deacon
The Reverend Dr. Russell Dickerson, Deacon

                                      Bikole Mulanda, Swahili Minister
                Jesse Ratcliffe, Organist and Director of Music

Shelly Reed, Children’s Music Assistant
Carol Ann Weston, Director of Family Ministries

Blaine Beyer, Director of Communications
Steve Gibbs, Parish Coordinator
LeighAnna Morris, Parish Accountant
Nolan Kelley, Verger
Sharon Kelley, Hospitality and Kitchen Coordinator
Robert Becerra, Sexton 
Gage McGowen, Assistant Sexton
Dorothy Guerra, Housekeeper
Anne Jones, Nursery Manager 

602 Meander Street
Abilene, Texas 79602

Website: heavenlyrestabilene.org

Phone: (325) 677-2091
Email: info@heavenlyrestabilene.org
Social media: @heavenlyrestabilene

vesTry And APPOinTed Officers

Judy Godfrey, Senior Warden; Rick Willis, Junior Warden; Terry Young, Secretary; Kathy Balch, Connie Collier, 
Sarah Ferguson, Annabel House, Harry Hurt, Mike Langford, Sue McWilliams, Darryl Tippens, John Walton

Steve Suttle, Chancellor; and Sam Cutbirth, Treasurer

clergy And sTAff

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

Preacher - The Rev. David Romanik, Rector

Celebrant - The Rev. Amanda Watson, Assisting Priest

Assisting - The Rev. Corrie Cabes, Assistant Rector

Harp - Barbradon Brooks

Lay Ministers - Terry Young, Bill Young

Sound - Joe Biles

Greeters & Ushers - Rick Willis, Angela Hamil-Willis


